ANDREW STEVENSON, SCHOOLMASTER
A large sandstone memorial just across the path from the side door of the church commemorates Andrew Stevenson: In memory of ANDREW STEVENSON Esqr Kemnay Academy who died 19th June 1857 aged 63 years. Erected by a few of his friends as a mark of respect.

Andrew Stevenson was born in humble circumstances in the parish of Chapel of Garioch around 1797. The minister of Kemnay, Rev. Dr. Patrick Mitchell, took him under his wing and was preparing him to enter college when the local headmaster, William Dawson, died in July 1820. Without any formal qualifications, the young man was appointed to the vacant post as parochial schoolmaster of Kemnay. His meagre remuneration was paid by the laird, as also was the stipend of the parish minister. The headmaster also received the interest of 850 merks Scots (£46.75) a sum which had been managed by the Kirk Session for many years. In 1821 this interest amounted to £2.36.
