A PUBLIC SERVANT
The gravestone immediately next to that of John Milne records: In memory of ANNE URQUHART BROWN wife of Henry Durward McCombie born 27th Jany 1847 - died 21st May 1916, their eldest daughter MAY born 8th Oct 1877 - died 23rd Feby 1923, SHEENA MAY, infant daughter of Charles and Jean McCombie died 22nd Mar 1923 and of HENRY DURWARD McCOMBIE born 2nd Sept 1849 - died 10th Mar 1929 who gave sixty years devoted service to public affairs, and was for nine years convenor of the county of Aberdeen, their second daughter ANNIE EDITH born 1st Feby 1881 - died 14th Mar 1959, their third son GORDON STUART born 16th July 1879 - died 15th July 1960, their third daughter CHARLOTTE BOYD born 13th May 1887 - died 2nd June 1973. 

Henry Durward McCombie was a son of William McCombie, sometime editor of the Aberdeen Free Press newspaper, and took on the lease of the farm of Milton whilst quite a young man. He is recorded in the 1871 census at the age of 21, as being farmer of 200 acres employing 4 men and one woman. Living with him were his widowed mother Anne (63) brothers Charles (25), John (20) student of medicine, William (27) sub editor of the Free Press, his sister May (30), cousin Ann Robertson (12) and Isabella Mitchell (16), servant.
The following tribute appeared in the Press and Journal of Monday 11th March 1929.

A POWER IN ABERDEENSHIRE.  Mr H D M'Combie, whose passing we regret to announce today, was a figure of note in the life of Aberdeenshire.  He gave to the public unwearied and ungrudging service.  From the constitution of the County Council in 1890 until now he had been one of its most active members, a record unequalled by any of his colleagues.  In his case can be seen a notable illustration of the spirit of service which distinguishes British local administration and makes it the admiration of the world.  Happily, so far as Mr M'Combie was concerned, the ingratitude which so often is the public servant's only return was absent.  For ten years, by the vote of his associates, he held the honourable office of Convener of the County, and he filled it with efficiency and dignity.  He had, as was natural, critics as well as admirers.  Forty or more years ago, when he emerged into the limelight, he was the ardent spokesman of the farming class in the land law agitation, and occasional outbursts showed that the old controversial vigour still remained, but years and experience had had their mellowing effect.  Above all, he was a man of principle, rigid and unswerving; he would have gone to the stake, if necessary, for his faith.  Sound democrat as Mr M'Combie was, his shrewd independence of mind and forceful character not infrequently drove him to tell democracy where it erred. He did good work for Aberdeenshire, particularly in the agricultural and educational spheres.  By his death the county has lost a man of a fine sincerity, ability and devotion to duty.

