GROWTH OF THE VILLAGE, PART 8
PARADISE ROAD (right side)

Salisbury Cottage was built on part of the garden ground of the farm house of Mains of Kemnay.  The plot was leased by John Melvin, farmer, Mains of Kemnay – the family of Melvin has had connections with Kemnay since the late 18th century and it is sometimes difficult to tie up relationships, as in this case.  The lease was assigned to James Chalmers, joiner, later that year.

The plot on the other side of Church Lane from Salisbury was leased in December 1876 by George Ross, a mason at Kemnay Quarries, and his wife Barbara. The property, Greenfield, was long occupied by two sisters, Mary and Sophia Adam, whose family had farmed at Keithney, Fetternear.
William Barclay, farmer, Woodend, Kintore, leased the plot (¼ acre) to the north of Greenfield in June 1878 and named the property after himself.

In November 1878, the plot immediately to the north of William Barclay was leased to Allan Bruce, a house carpenter.  The house he built on the property (Eden Cottage) was sold to Charles Watt, lately farmer, and his wife Margaret,  who owned a number of properties in the village, having built what is now Northmuir on St Bryde's Road in 1875, Lynmhor on Victoria Terrace in 1879 and purchased both Alma Cottage and Eden Cottage on Paradise Road (see Kemnay Newsletter May 2005).

The site on the corner of Paradise Road and Kendal Road (Gordondale) was leased to James Taylor, mason at Kemnay, in 1878.  James Taylor had come from Ferrar on Deeside to work at the quarries.  In 1888 he obtained a lease of land on Kendal Road and built the property Aboyne Cottage, named after the land of his youth.  In 1889 he leased the land to the south of Aboyne Cottage and fronting on to Church Lane and built the property long known as Jessamine (now Dunvegan) where he took up residence and died there in May 1926 aged 79 years. Gordondale was sold on to Peter Copland, a grain merchant in New Maud in 1888.  It then passed to Elizabeth Robb Cheves in 1900 who in turn passed it to Robert Cheves, junior, an estate manager, residing at Reunion House, Reunion, Natal, South Africa. 
Robert Cheves junior also acquired Rosemount Cottage around the same time and renamed it 'Reunion' after his residence in South Africa.
