WAR AND THE VILLAGE 9
LEST WE FORGET

In 1901 James Scott, then aged 13 years and attending Kemnay School, was staying in Victoria Cottage (the third house from the school on Victoria Terrace) in the household of his uncle, also James Scott, a labourer in the local quarries.  Also in the household was Arthur Scott, son of James Scott and a blacksmith at the quarry, who may be remembered by a few of the more senior members of the community as staying in Lily Cottage along with his wife, formerly Margaret Kennedy.
The younger James enlisted in the 4th Bn. Gordon Highlanders on 11th August 1906 aged 18 years and 8 months and saw service in Cawnpore.  On his return from India he was transferred on 14th January 1913 to the Army Reserve with the qualification of Military Telegraphist.
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He was mobilised on 6th August 1914 and was killed in action on 11th October 1914 being the first from the village to suffer that fate.

The Kemnay Parish Magazine of December 1914 reports; … One young man of much promise, James Scott, of the Gordon Highlanders, has laid down his life on the battlefield. He was called out as a reservist at the beginning of the war. James Scott was a young man much beloved of those who knew him here, quiet and unassuming. His death brings home to us here the sadness and grimness of the struggle. Much sympathy has been expressed for his relatives. 
He was buried in Vieille-Chapelle New Military Cemetery, Lacouture, Section V, plot A10.

