KEMNAY QUARRY TRAGEDY
 (Aberdeen Press and Journal, Saturday, August 3 1929)
Two quarrymen were swept over a two hundred and fifty feet high ledge by a fall of rock at the Kemnay Quarry last night.  One was killed and the other had a miraculous escape.

The man who lost his life was William Tough, aged about thirty years, who lived at Dalmadilly, Kemnay.
His more fortunate worker was Andrew Robb, Kemnay Village.

A squad of twelve men were engaged in clearing a ledge on the face of the quarry at which blasting operations had been carried out during the day.  This work consists of moving away the loose stones and sand and shovelling them over the side of the ledge, and the work can only be done when there is no one working down in the pit.

The gang had been at work for some time on the ledge, which is fully half way up the four hundred and fifty feet face of the quarry, when, without the slightest warning, part of the slightly sloping wall behind them collapsed.

A small avalanche of boulders and loose smaller rocks swept down on to the ledge and Tough and Robb, who happened to be in the path of the rock-slide, were carried over the ledge.

Both men, as did the rest of the squad, wore the safety ropes that the dangerous nature of their work demanded, but the weight and impact of the rocks which carried Tough over the side snapped his rope, and he hurtled down about two hundred and fifty feet to his death.

Robb's escape was miraculous.  The debris which carried him over the edge fell clear of him and his rope held.  He dropped about thirty feet, and despite the fact that sand and gravel rained heavily upon him, he managed to find a foothold on the face of the quarry.

He was hauled up to safety by his fellow workmen on the ledge, two of whom, Peter Mitchell and Andrew Lamond, both of Kemnay village, had been slightly injured by the fall.

When the workmen reached the foot of the quarry they found Tough's body lying badly mangled among the rocks and stones which had caused his death.

The body was removed to Kemnay, and the injuries of the other men were attended to.

Robb escaped severe hurt, but complained of pains in his back.

The deceased man, who leaves a widow and one child, was an experienced quarryman, and had been employed at Kemnay Quarry for some time.
One of Aberdeenshire's greatest sources of granite, the Kemnay Quarry is owned by Messrs John Fyfe and Co.  Stone from this quarry was used for the construction of the Forth Bridge and the Thames Embankment.
