TIMES OF SORROW
As November comes around each year our thoughts turn to those who bravely went forth to serve their country and in so doing, gave their lives in that cause.  Indeed it is still happening today, despite all the promises and aspirations of those in high office.  Nowadays, those who are seriously injured in the course of their duty are soon flown home to receive the best of treatment for their injuries and those who are killed are repatriated so that their loved ones can mourn their loss knowing that they are no longer in a distant land.
During wars of the 20th century those who paid the supreme circumstance were buried more or less where they fell and it may be some time before their next of kin knew what had happened to their loved ones.  It is believed that John Porter Barclay Berry, son of Joseph and Annie Berry emigrated to Canada in the early years of and during the First World War enlisted in the 7th Battalion Manitoba Regiment, which was involved in the last big push of the war around Cambrai in north-east France.  On September 29 they took the village of Sancourt where John was sadly killed.  A cemetery was formed at Sancourt in October 1918 which contains 236 burials – 230 Canadian, 6 U.K. – and John Berry is buried in Section 1, Row A, Grave 11.

One would like to think that was sufficient sadness for the Berry family, but in the Aberdeen Press and Journal of Thursday July 29 1926, page 4, we read the following: 
HURLED TO DEATH
Kemnay Quarryman's 100 Feet Fall
A sad fatality occurred yesterday morning at Kemnay Quarries.

Edward Laing Berry (25) was engaged in boring operations with three other men.  They were standing on a ledge of rock when some stone from the rock above loosened one of which struck Berry on the head, hurling him to the bottom of the quarry, a distance of over 100 feet.  He was killed instantaneously.  
An eye witness report from the time said that; "He just floated down like a bird."

The Procurator Fiscal's report gave the cause of death as - fall of portion of rock in quarry which carried deceased 200 feet to bottom causing instantaneous death. 
It was not unusual for quarriers to work high up on the quarry face on ledges sometimes as narrow as 600mm (2 feet) boring holes in preparation for blasting.  The use of safety ropes was obligatory, but as in the above instance it still did not prevent accidents.   
