ANOTHER MEASURE OF MACALLAN.
As has been mentioned earlier, documented evidence of James Macallan's early life is very scant, but from circumstantial evidence we can draw a reasonable picture of the family's life.

One of the main pointers is his first born's name – Daniel Haldane Macallan.  He is the only member of the family to be given a middle name and a name that is not at all common in the north east.  So what! I can imagine some of you saying.  Another pointer – Janet Stephen – James' wife, was staying in Edinburgh at the time they were married.

Two prominent figures in Edinburgh in the dying years of the 18th century and at the beginning of the 19th century were two brothers, Robert (1764 -1842) and James Alexander Haldane (1768 - 1851) who both started life in the navy before turning to religion as their life's great interest.  They were both deeply involved in setting up the organisation called the "Society for the Propagation of the Gospel at Home".  It is believed that between 1798 and 1810 Robert invested £70,000 in building chapels, supporting missionaries and on maintaining institutions for educating young men to carry on evangelical work.  James' son David Rutherford Haldane was born in 1824.  James Haldane's evangelical leanings were disapproved by the Church of Scotland and he was eventually driven out of that organisation and in 1808 he publicly announced his conversion to Baptist views.  There is little doubt that James Macallan's employer, John Burnett of Kemnay, would have approved of his religious beliefs as he too was involved in the work of the Tract Society of Aberdeen and other similarly religious bodies.
Sometime after James Macallan's death on 15th May 1841, Daniel obtained a lease on the farm of Meikle Midmar and his sister Jane kept house for him.  Their mother also moved with them.  By 1851 Daniel was regarded as a well to do farmer and on 5th June that year his sister married another farmer in the area –Thomas Thomson, who farmed at Tillenhilt.  
On 22nd June 1851, Daniel Macallan married Betty Donald and over the next twenty years they produced eight children at Meikle Midmar.  The eldest, Janet Stephen died on 11th November 1871 aged 19 years.  Betty, the second daughter married John Peter Bell Sutherland, a merchant tailor, and in 1881 they were staying at Kinnernie Cottage, Midmar, along with Betty's widowed mother – Daniel died on 3rd November 1880.  Daniel, the eldest son, farmed 85 acres at Bogindhu, Midmar. In 1881, Henry Jackson Macallan, the second son was farming 337 acres at Nether Leask, Slains and the rest of the family; Alexander, Thomas, Catherine Jane and James were all staying with him.
