A RELATIVE SEARCH
One of the folks who appeared in the area during this last autumn in search of relatives from the past was Dr Blair Leslie from New Zealand, who, during a tour taking in much of Europe, worked for a few weeks at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.

His reason for visiting the village was to seek out information on James Macallan who was born at Maidencraig in Newhills parish near Aberdeen around 1799. Maidencraig was a holding (possibly a small estate) approximately across the Lang Stracht from where the present day Dobbies Centre is situated and lying down to the Denburn where the Mill of Maidencraig was situated.  Little is known of James Macallan's early life, but by 1823 he was employed as a gardener at Kemnay House – he later served as land steward – where he was to remain for the rest of his relatively short life – he died on 15th May 1841 aged 41 years and was buried in the churchyard.  His eldest daughter, Janet, died the following year, aged 13 years, and was buried beside her father.
James MacAllan married Janet Stephen, whose address was given as "parish of St Andrews, Edinburgh", at Kemnay on 28th May 1826.  The couple stayed initially in Kemnay House, where their eldest son Daniel Haldane was christened on 25th March 1827.  By the time their eldest daughter, Janet, was born on 29th May 1829, the family had moved to Porthead – a smallholding near to the west end of the original avenue.  Dr R. Mitchell – a son of the local minister, Dr Patrick Mitchell, was a witness at all but two of the couple's children.  Would this be indicative of the standing the family held in the community?
From as early as May 1823 James Macallan corresponded with John Burnett, the laird, to addresses at Rothesay on Bute and Le(a)mington in Warwickshire.  The contents of the letters include: progress of general farm work; dealings with tenants, both on farms and in individual houses; and general chat relating to his personal health and wellbeing of local people.  These letters which are held in the Burnett archive [NAS1368] provide a wonderful insight into life in the area at that time.
James and Janet Macallan had four more of a family besides those mentioned above: Jean, born 14th May 1831; Alexander born 14th September 1834; James born 25th March 1837; Mary born 6th September 1838.  

At present, nothing is known of the three youngest family members, but Jean married Thomas Thomson, from Tillenhilt, Midmar, some twelve years her senior, on 5th June 1851.
 But more of this later.
