More snippets from Kemnay House
If you think this summer has been bad, cast your thoughts back to that of '82.  By that I mean the summer of 1782.  Janet Dyce, second wife of George Burnett of Kemnay kept a diary for most of the second half of the eighteenth century which was published in 1994 under the title of 'More Frost and Snow'  Though not written on a daily basis, it records the weather in detail as also the happenings on the estate.  Following the death of her husband in 1780, Janet moved to Disblair House, near Fintray, to stay with her sister, where she continued to record details of the weather and crops.  During the winter they sometimes stayed in Aberdeen. 
They left Aberdeen on 8th April of 1782 when she records that very little ploughing had been done – the snow continued off and on for most of the month making seed sowing difficult.  She went to Kemnay on 1st May and found conditions there quite similar.  On the 11th of May she remarks that the Hill of Fare was still as white as in the middle of a storm. The weather remained quite mediocre for most of the month and on the 26th there was a thunderstorm accompanied by hail, which lay white on the ground from noon until eight o' clock at night.  In the middle of July there was yet another storm when the rivers overflowed their banks causing damage to crops and washing away several bridges.  Snow returned again in October and the farmers had great difficulty securing what was left of their crops.  In November they were yet again beating snow off the crops in an effort to try and get it secured.  Such was their difficulties they had to thresh it immediately to feed their stock and dry it to have it milled as it was feared it would not keep.
The Kirk Session of 29th December 1782 records that 'Intimation made that the Presbytery had appointed the 8th of Janry next as a day of fasting and humiliation on account of the bad harvest …' 
Alexander Burnett, son of George Burnett, received a letter from General William Gordon in London, dated 1st June1782 which states that 'there has not been a fair day here for six weeks, & it still continues to rain.  London is most exceedingly sickly, almost every body laid up with colds … The publick places are shut up'.
A letter from Murdoch Middleton, who supplied much of the plants and seeds used at Kemnay, dated at Wandsworth Common on 11th June 1782 records 'You complain of the weather, and by what I have from various hands, it exceeds every description.  Good God help the farmers and the poor who have nothing before them but Beggary and Misery.  I have been told that the cattle have been dying for want of Fodder, and that oxen are not fit to labour. … Our state here, even in a warmer climate is & has been middling, a tolerable mild winter, but a most cold and backward spring, everything a month later than usual, add to this an epidemical ailment that few, very few if any have escaped.  I have been ill of it three weeks …'
There is nothing new under the sun, and, it seems that the weather has always been something which man has had to struggle with.
