WRIGHT BY NAME AND WRIGHT BY NATURE
Alexander Deans obtained a lease for a croft (the date of this lease has not yet been ascertained, but he acted as witness to several baptisms, one in 1822) extending to around 3 acres at Parkhill, Kemnay (this was what is now the last small field on the right hand side of Victoria Terrace on leaving the village). In March 1827 he offered to build new houses on it and the laird could have the then existing houses for his own use.
On 12th June 1828 he married Catharine Stevenson, the eldest daughter of George Stevenson, shoemaker in Dalmadilly, and his wife Barbara Malcolm. Their son John was born on 14th March 1829 and baptised on 9th April; witnesses to the baptism were George Andrew, local blacksmith and John Mitchel, possibly a neighbouring farmer. Mary Deans was born on 1st May 1830 and baptised on 8th May – no witnesses were recorded.
In the Kirk Session Records of Kemnay on 28th July 1850 we find; "compeared, [appeared before] William Wright and Mary Deans confessing the guilt of antenuptial fornication and professing penitence were suitably admonished and absolved from church censure"

The census return of 1851 for one of the holdings in Parkhill, Kemnay records that the head of the household was Catherine Deans, a widow and an annuitant. Staying with her were her son-in-law William Wright a wood sawyer, his wife Mary and their young son William who was born in Kemnay.
By 1861 Catherine had died and the household consisted of: William Wright (34) a sawmiller, his wife Mary and their family; William (10) a scholar, Mary (9) scholar, Jane (7) also a scholar, Isaac (6), Catherine (2) and Isabella (7 months). Staying there also were Elizabeth Robb (20) a domestic servant, Robert Munro (26) a married man and a woodcutter from Beauly and James Ross 23) single, also a woodcutter and a native of King Edward.
The census of 1871 sees more changes; William Wright senior is now listed as a journeyman carpenter while young William has left home. The family remaining at home were; Mary (19), Isaac (15), Catherine (12) scholar, Isabella (10) scholar, and Barbara Ann (4)
In 1881 the household at Parkhill consisted of: William Wright (55) crofter of 4 acres arable, his wife Mary and daughters Isabella and Barbara Ann. 

William junior was then staying at Dowanhill Cottage along with his wife and family; but more of this later.
