WILLIAM WRIGHT, SPECULATOR.
As we saw last month, in 1881, William Wright junior was staying at Dowanhill Cottage and designated as a carpenter employing 1 man. Staying with him were his wife Mary and son James (9) a scholar, and daughter Williamina C. aged 1 year. He had obtained a building lease for the plot of land on 28th February 1880 and built the house which he sold to William and James Leith on 10th November 1884.

In April 1881 he was granted another building lease (two plots along from Dowanhill) and built the property known as Oakbank which he sold to Alexander Cowie from Lediken, Culsalmond for £320 on 31st March 1884.

November 1884 saw him getting another building lease, this time for a plot of land lying between the present Village Hall and the building which houses the chip shop where he proceeded to erect a property, Westhall, which in 1891 housed three families including his own. His family then consisted of himself and his wife Mary A., unmarried daughter Bella I. (22), Williamina (11) a scholar, Amelia A. (9) also a scholar, and Ann E. (5).
In May 1889 William Wright purchased the property on the High Street known as Melville which had been built some 5 years earlier. He sold it on to James Morgan, a shoemaker, for £285 in December 1897. The Morgan family continued to live there until James' death in 1936. 
A gravestone in Alford Cemetery records: In loving memory of WILLIAM WRIGHT who died at Norwood Alford 29 Aug 1904 aged 55. Also his wife MARY ANN JOHNSTONE who died 27 May 1918 aged 69.
When George Gellie built his first property in the village in 1863 (what is now Café83) the first tenant was John McDonald, a baker. When Leslie Adam built the neighbouring property across the lane in 1877 (where Leslie Place houses now are), John McDonald moved into the new premises and the new occupier of 'Café83' was Isaac Wright younger brother of the above William. In 1881 he was employing two men – William Raffan (23) a baker and Henry Edward (15) a baker's apprentice. His elder sister Mary kept house and his younger sister Kate looked after the shop.
By 1891 Isaac Wright had married Helen Ann Smith from Oldmeldrum and they had six children; Robert (9), Isaac I (7), Willie (5), Marjory W (4), Charles (2), James I (1), Catherine Margaret Fowler Wright was born later that year and she was followed by; Mary B (c. 1893), Edward A (c.1895), Albert F (c. 1897).
