SEASON OF REMEMBRANCE
Remembrance this year has more significance than most in that it marks one hundred years since the end of World War I. 

Not only that, it marks one hundred years since the formation of the Royal Air Force, an organisation which has been at the forefront of conflicts over the years and which has ensured the safety of our country.
We remember those brave men who defended the south of the country during the Battle of Britain and also those who, later on in the war, flew night raids to Germany to try and cripple the might of the Nazi regime.
Nearer to home, another statistic was claimed on the slopes of Bennachie – the first casualties of the Second World War.

On Sunday 3rd September 1939, a Westland Wallace biplane (a type of plane which had entered RAF service in 1933) was making its way from Dyce to Evanton in Easter Ross. It was heard passing over Blairdaff in thick fog around 3.00 p.m. and then the noise stopped. The wreckage was found, surprisingly intact, the following morning by two Forestry Commission workers with the bodies of the two men still strapped into the plane, they were Pilot Officer Ellard Alexander Cummings (23) from Ottawa in Canada and Leading Aircraftman Alexander Ronald Renfrew Stewart (24) from Paisley, Renfrewshire. Pilot Officer Cummings was buried in Grove Cemetery, Aberdeen and Leading Aircraftman Stewart was buried in Hawkhead Cemetery, Paisley.
It was thought that the pilot had suddenly seen the hill and tried to climb quickly, thus causing the plane to stall with the tail hitting the ground when it then broke off and the plane more or less belly flopped on to the hill.
On 12th February 1952 A Gloster Meteor F.8, a single-seater jet fighter operating out of RAF Leuchars crashed to the south of Oxen Craig scattering debris over a wide area and killing the pilot John Brian Lightfoot (22) of Northallerton, North Yorkshire.

On 2nd September 2012 a memorial cairn, some 200 yards to the south of Oxen Craig, was unveiled, commemorating Pilot Officer John Brian Lighfoot, Pilot Officer Ellard Alexander Cummings and Leading Aircraftman Alexander Ronald Renfrew Stewart.
A company of some eighty people attended including members of some of the deceased's families and an RAF Padre led the service.
