A MAN OF LEARNING

Next stone down from H. D. McCombie’s memorial we find:

In affectionate remembrance of the REV. GEORGE PROCTOR M.A. for 33 years schoolmaster of Kemnay who died 20th October 1898 aged 68 years, and of his wife ISABELLA CHEYNE who died 22nd March 1911 aged 80 years.  "I am the resurrection and the life"

George Proctor, a native of Ellon, graduated Master of Arts at Kings College, Aberdeen in March 1852.  He was appointed master of the Parochial School of Kemnay following the death of George Stevenson in June 1857.  

As well as acting as dominie at the Parish School he was unanimously elected as Registrar and Inspector of Poor and Collector of Poor's Assessment.  As well as these posts, he was Session Clerk for many years.

Twenty five years into his headmastership George Proctor witnessed one of the biggest changes to take place in Scottish Education since the Reformation – the coming of compulsory education with the passing of the Education (Scotland) Act in 1872 which decreed that education become compulsory for all children between the ages of five and thirteen.  It also brought with it School Boards so that George Proctor was no longer his own boss but was answerable to the members of the Board.  Compulsory education also necessitated the erection of new buildings and extra staff with which Proctor had some difficulty coping.  On more than one occasion George Proctor proved to be a thorn in the flesh of the School Board members and as early as 1883 talk of a retiring allowance for him was made.  He eventually retired on 25th July 1894 and his entry in the School Log of that date reads: 'Gave out the summer holidays today at one o' clock.'

Despite all his wrangles with authority, George Proctor was a well liked and respected member of the community.  The School Board Minute of 2nd November 1898 records: It was resolved that the following minute of sympathy on the death of Mr Proctor late Schoolmaster should be sent to his widow and the clerk instructed accordingly. 'The School Board desire to record their sense of the great loss the Parish of Kemnay has sustained in the death of Rev Geo. Proctor M.A. whose life was devoted to the interests of education in Kemnay and who occupied the position of Headmaster in the Kemnay Parish School for the very long period of thirty seven years.  They desire further to express their sincere sympathy with his widow in her bereavement.

