PROTEST MEETING

The meeting, billed as  “Glenhead Eviction Case”, was held in the Public Hall Kemnay on the evening of March 8 1886 and received much publicity in the local press – the Aberdeen Free Press of the following day carried an article entitled “EVICTION CASE IN ABERDEENSHIRE, EXTRAORDINARY DEMONSTRATION AT KEMNAY” and extending to some 5250 words.

The packed hall elected as its chairman Henry Durward McCombie, tenant farmer at the farm of Milton and a well known figure in the area, who gave a précis of the meeting held with Alexander George Burnett, the laird, the previous evening. Burnett was very specific that it was not an eviction, but simply that the man was not having his lease renewed and he was not prepared to reverse his decision.
Reading the article some 130 years after the event, one is not conscious of any undertones that may have been present at the time. McCombie was a member of the Radical Party, a body very much in favour of land reform and this was like a red rag to a bull as far as the laird was concerned. This might have made him more adamant about not reversing his decision. Another vociferous speaker was Rev. John Dymock, minister of the Free Church.
Three resolutions were eventually put to the meeting:

First: “That this meeting considers that the system prevalent in this country of adding farm to farm and croft to croft is prejudicial to the interests of the community in general,  and more especially to working men, and ought to be checked.
Second: That, in order to protect the interests of the community, of tenant farmers, crofters, and working men, the institution of a Land court is urgently needed.

Third: That this meeting feels disappointed at the conduct of the proprietor, and highly disapproves of the way in which he has acted in repudiating the public promise he made in all good faith to give a piece of ground to the inhabitants of Kemnay for a public park, or even as much as play a game of cricket on.

These were all unanimously carried by the meeting.

Whatever the outcome of all these frenzied discussions was, is unknown, but it is to be noted that Milne’s gravestone records him as “Crofter, Glenhead” when he died in 1889.
