SAILING ON
A stone near to the side of the church bears the inscription: IN MEMORIAM ALEXANDER FINDLAY BRIDGEND KEMNAY WHO DIED 11TH JAN 1878 AGED 84 YEARS ALSO HARRIET FINDLAY DIED 1ST MARCH 1877 AGED 17 DAYS HARRIET BATES WIFE OF W FINDLAY DIED AUG 17 1882 AGED 32 YEARS ALSO THEIR DAUGHTER LIZZIE JANE DIED NOV 8 1882 AGED 4½ YEARS JANET WHITE WIFE OF A FINDLAY DIED APRIL 16 1885 AGED 88 YEARS ALICE DIED JUNE 15 1898 WM FINDLAY DIED JAN 26 1904.

Bridgend, as a name only came into existence following the erection of the first bridge over the Don at Kemnay and is still in existence as the name of the block of flats now on the site.  Prior to the building of the bridge, the holding was called 'Boat of Kemnay' a name still commemorated in 'Boat Croft' which was part of the Boat Croft and was built in the 1980s, it is also mentioned as 'Cobleseat' in some sources.
Before the bridge was built there were two methods of crossing the river – one was by Garmonend Ford fully a quarter of a mile downstream from the bridge, and the other was by boat which was operated by the ferryman who was tenant of the holding referred to above.  Alexander Findlay was already staying there in 1841 and in the 1851 census he is referred to as 'farmer of 12 acres and ferryman'.
There is every chance that Alexander Findlay was a native of the parish as he was staying 'in this parish' when he was married to Janet White on 29th May 1825 at Daviot – where Janet lived.

Harriet Bates was born in Dublin of English parents and the first that she is recorded in this area is the 1871 census where she is listed as a nurse to Mrs Barbara Fyfe (wife of the quarrymaster) at Fairview.  She died at 2 High Street, Old Aberdeen, her father's residence, on August 17 1882 aged 32 years.
William Findlay was sixty five when he died in January 1904 and was described as a retired merchant.  In a search of the 1881 census we find him and his family living at The Siding where there was an extension built on to the end of the tenement which contained a shop and this was the most likely place for William to be working.  

In 1891, by which time both Alexander and his wife Janet have died, we find William staying at Bridgend and listed as a widower and a farmer. There are three daughters staying with him along with Ann Duncan (24) an unmarried domestic servant.

