IF STONES COULD SPEAK, 2
A little further along the path and also on the right hand side a sandstone memorial commemorates: Erected in memory of Robert Blackhall sometime in Pecktillam of Kemnay who died in February 1770 aged 77 years also his spouse Isabel Knowls who died in September 1781 aged 82 years. 
This stone dates from a time when the kirk was both judge and jury over the people of the parish. 

The Kirk Session minute of November 25 1792 reveals that: Isobel Reid an unmarried woman in this parish, [appeared before them] and confessed that she is with child. Being seriously exhorted to tell the truth and interrogated as to the  father of her child she answered he is a person she does not know having never seen him before nor since she was got in child by him. Being interrogated where and when she had met with him, whether he had used any violence in bringing her to submit to him whether he had told her his name and place of residence or promised to appear and confess himself the father of her child if she should be with one she answered that some weeks after Whitsunday last she met with this man on a Saturday forenoon between 10 and 11 o'clock on her way from Aberdeen, that they walked together for about a mile and that after he had seduced her on the public highway he parted from her and walked towards Auchmull or Craibstone, she does not know which, after refusing to tell her his name, and having given different accounts of his place of residence. She further declared that he promised to appear in time to make satisfaction for what he had done: but that she had never seen or heard of him since.
The minute of June 2 1793 relates that prior to that meeting Robert Blackhall, a married man, in Picktillum had approached the moderator and confessed to being the father of Isobel Reid's child (which had been adopted by an unknown person).  Both of them admitted before the Session to being the parents of the child and they were both told to appear at the next meeting of Presbytery. 

On June 23 Isobel Reid was fined ten shillings (50p) as a penalty and appeared before the congregation and was publicly rebuked for the sin and scandal of adultery with Robert Blackhall who was also rebuked before the congregation and fined £2.

At the Kirk Session meeting on 21st July 1820 £5 sterling was received from James Blackhall of Halifax, Nova Scotia as a donation to the poor of the parish.  It is recorded in the minute of 30th August 1820 that ten shillings (50p) was given to Isobel Reid, mother of James Blackhall of Halifax.
