FAR TRAVELLED
There is another black granite obelisk - at the side of the church building.  JAMES INNES BORN OCT 22 1849 DIED SEPT. 21 1904, ERECTED BY MARY LAWRIE HIS WIFE BORN DEC. 5 1859 DIED APRIL 26 1926. INNES: Right side: ANNIE DUGUID WIFE OF JAMES INNES APR. 26 1847 JUNE 17 1879, GRACE INNES THEIR DAUGHTER MAR. 28 1878 JUNE 4 1879

On closer inspection one will see that this monument was made in Quincy, Massachusetts (USA) by the firm of Birnie and Diack.  It commemorates the family of James Innes, who was a quarrier and worked sometime in America.  His first wife, Annie Duguid died aged thirty two from erysipelas, some two weeks after their baby daughter died from whooping cough and bronchitis.
William L. Birnie served his apprenticeship in the quarries at Kemnay and also worked in Aberdeen before heading west, as did many of his peers, working mainly in the east coast states.  Alfred O. Diack was third son of Alexander (Thorpeville) Diack, under whom he learned his trade. He travelled widely in America - Texas, Colorado and California - before returning east to Quincy where he set up in business with William Birnie in the wholesale monumental trade.  They employed around 30 people.
Diack was for a time vice-president of the National Association of Granite Industries of the United States, and president of the Granite Manufacturers' Association of Quincy. 
James Innes' second wife was Mary Lawrie (the north-east pronunciation of 'Lawrie' is 'Lourie'), the daughter of Barbara Lawrie and her husband, John, who worked at the quarries at Whitestones until his untimely death on 11 May 1871 aged 38 years following a serious bout of fever. Barbara and some members of her family are buried in the lair between that of James Innes and that of Alexander Mair.  She kept a lodging house at Whitestones and was known as 'Babbie Lourie' to a generation who have all but popped their mortal clogs. She died on 30 January 1904 aged 67 years.
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