DONALD McDONALD
The stone immediately behind the one we discussed last month commemorates the family of Donald McDonald: ERECTED BY HIS FAMILY IN LOVING MEMORY OF DONALD MCDONALD WHO DIED AT PARKHILL KEMNAY 28TH APRIL 1904 AGED 63 YEARS ALSO OUR MOTHER ANN MCDONALD WHO DIED 4TH MAY 1910 AGED 69 YEARS. ALSO THEIR DAUGHTER HELEN BROWN BORN 25TH MARCH 1875 DIED 28TH SEPT 1916, MARGARET BORN 3RD SEPT 1867 DIED 26TH JULY 1937.
Donald McDonald was born at Croy, Invernesshire around 1841.  Whether it was as a result of the movement of folk from the highlands of Scotland in the mid 19th century that he moved south, is unknown, but we pick up the story on 19th June 1865 at 25 Gaelic Lane, Woodside, Aberdeen, his own recorded residence, when he married Ann Brown, daughter of William Brown who originated from Ordiquhill, in Banffshire, and his wife Jane Farney.
By the early 1870s Donald and his family had settled in Parkhill in a house overlooking the farm of Wellbush and Donald had found employment at the local quarries.  The family eventually consisted of Donald and Anne along with five daughters and three sons and, according to the 1881 census the house had ‘2 rooms with windows’. The building was thatched and remained so into the 1920s when it received a makeover and the roof was covered with asbestos slates – the estate supplying the building materials and the tenant supplying all the necessary labour.

As there was a small area of land attached to the house, the property was held on a nineteen year lease. When the lease was renewed in 1902 it transpired that Donald could not write ‘as he had never learned to do so’. 
Jane Farney McDonald, the eldest of Donald’s family married George Christie, who for a time carried on a cycle business from a shed in the wood beside the bowling green in the village.  They are both buried in the upper section of the churchyard.  Susan the third daughter married and settled in Aberdeen.  Jessie married William Robertson, a quarry worker. Helen the youngest daughter married Charles Milne, a quarry worker, who was son of a former police constable in the village. Helen died in September 1916 aged 41 years.  Charles Milne eventually married her sister, Margaret, who was by then a widow, in 1934 and settled in Kintore.
George McDonald served in the police force in Thornhill, Dumfries and Galloway and some of his descendants now stay in British Columbia. John, the next son, had the misfortune to lose an arm in an accident with a threshing mill.  He spent his working life with Alexander Gordon & Sons, merchants in the village, where he drove the van. John died in 1952 having no family.  The youngest son William emigrated to Canada where descendants still live.

