 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WHAT DOES 'KEMNAY' MEAN?
   The 2014 edition of “It’s All Happening in Kemnay” (the “Yellow Book”) confidently states that the name “Kemnay” is derived from the Gaelic ceann a maigh meaning ‘head of the plain’.  This may well be correct; but it is perplexing to note that the order of the letters “m” and “n” do not support the claimed derivation.  It may be, of course, that the order of these letters does not matter, and that the name might as well be spelled “Kenmay”; and it is true that in the modern historical period (meaning the period of time during which English has been the dominant language in the area) several variant spellings can be found.  For example, between 1688 and 1850, the manuscripts of Kemnay House provide references to “Kemna”, “Camnay”, “Kamnay”, “Kemny”, “Kemney”, “Camnie”, “Kemne”, “Kimna”, “Komna”, and even “Kemy”. (After 1850 the present spelling tends to prevail.)  It will be noted that in none of these variants does the letter “n” precede that of “m”; and it may well be that those variants tell us more about the way in which the word was pronounced than what it may originally have meant.  To hazard more, therefore, than an educated guess as to that meaning would require older forms of the word to be identified - which might be no small task.  Perhaps, however, we are fortunate here in that “Kemnay” is also the name of a Barony.  Baronies were feudal creations in Scotland, and began to appear from (and after) the reign of David I (1124-1153); and Baronies involved the issuing of Crown Charters - so that it should be possible for us to trace relevant documents in the official register (that of the Great Seal of Scotland) where such charters were recorded.  Indeed there are such charters of local interest.  It would make sense, therefore, to examine how these documents refer to the name of the Barony.  The earliest extant charter (12 February 1467) refers to “the lands of Kinny”; shortly thereafter (on 29 April 1476) a reference to the Barony of “Kennay” is found.  “Kennay” then becomes the accepted spelling through successive charters until 2nd February 1602 when there is a change to “terras de Kemnay”.  From that date onwards, the name is always given as “Kemnay”.  It might be noted here that not only does the letter “n” never precede “m” (when “m” is present at all), but that the word is never latinised - as might be expected if that word had originally been couched in an older dominant language such as Gaelic.

   The conclusion for the present, therefore, is that if we are to give a definitive answer to our question, we will need to find even earlier materials for study than the ones discussed above.
