WILLIAM BROWN AND FAMILY

Last month we mentioned that Donald McDonald’s wife Ann was the daughter of William Brown and his wife Jane Farney.  William was born at Ordiquhill, Banffshire in 1801, served his apprenticeship as a mason and married Margaret McIntosh at Aberlour, Banffshire on 14th December 1833.  Sadly she died at the birth of their first child. He moved to Aberdeenshire and married Jane Farney of Kemnay on 4th November 1838. They settled in the first croft on Parkhill (the house being now called Clinkstone) where they brought up eleven of a family.  William filled the post of bellman and gravedigger for well nigh fifty years, his salary being £2 2s (£2.10p) per annum.  His son Robert took on the job following his father at the same salary, but resigned in November 1895.
Little is known of the family, but a stone in front of the church records that George died on 5th September 1886 aged 42 years. The neighbouring stone bears the inscription; In memory of WILLIAM BROWN who died 23rd Jany 1873 aged 25 years.  Erected by his fellow workmen as a mark of respect. 
The following article appeared in the Aberdeen Journal of Wednesday 29 January 1873.

Workman killed at a Quarry. - On Wednesday forenoon, while a number of men were engaged hoisting stones by means of a crane at the Thoms Forest Quarries, near Kemnay, some of the tackling at the head of the hoist gave way, and it fell with its load into the roadway below.  Several of those who were working on the spot at the time narrowly avoided injury; but Wm.  Brown, quarrier, residing at Woodhead, Kintore and Wm.  Soudin, Glenhead, parish of Kemnay, were struck down by the falling material.  Brown, who was somewhat deaf, did not realise his danger till the others were almost in safety, and while running after them, he fell.  One of his feet was crushed and broken by the "jib" of the crane falling upon it, and he also sustained severe wounds on the head.  Soudin was struck on the back by a wooden beam, and felled to the ground.  Both men were conveyed to a house near by, and Dr. Paterson, Inverurie, was soon in attendance; but although he did not at first consider that the injuries would prove fatal, Brown died on Thursday morning.
The Browns stayed on at Parkhill until 1908, at which time, Maggie, a grand daughter of William, married Robert Milne from next door and emigrated to Canada.
The croft was then leased to Hugh McPherson whose family lived there until 1962.
