FUNDING OF DEVELOPMENTS, PART 3
£1 7s sterling (£1.35) was paid to Marjory Taylor in Spittal per George Moir of Scotstown, on 16th December 1766, as one year's interest on a loan of £30. 
£27 sterling was paid to William Mason, merchant at Hiltown as one year's interest on a loan of £600. It is interesting to note that William Mason signed by initials only, indicating that he could not write).

53 pounds 10 shillings Scots was paid to Alexander Sympson, minister at Monymusk on 16 December 1766 as one year's interest.

30 pounds Scots was paid to Mr Alexander Reid, minister at Kemnay as one year's interest on a loan of 1000 merks Scots which had originally been lent by William Melvill and Jean Farquharson, his wife, and the longest liver of them, on 24 December 1746.  Following William Melvill's death, the loan passed to Jean Farquharson. The loan was then assigned to Mr Alexander Reid, one of the Masters in the Grammar School of Aberdeen, conditional on Jean Farquharson receiving the interest due on the loan for the duration of her life. Jean Farquharson, on her death bed revoked the existing loan and it was passed to the said Mr Alexander Reid "for enabling him to answer and discharge the Ends and purposes mentioned in my Latter will and Testament of this date, whereof I have nominated and appointed him my executor" in February 1754.   
Mr Alexander Reid became minister of Kemnay in July 1758 and ministered to the good folk there until his death in August 1775. The loan then passed to Jean Dauney, his widow, and it was eventually redeemed by Alexander Burnett, son of George Burnett, on 20th August 1782.
During 1766 George Burnett paid out around £180 sterling, 143 pounds 10 shillings Scots and 200 merks in interest on the various loans he had acquired amounting to some £3067 sterling and 9000 merks Scots – a not insubstantial sum by any stretch of the imagination.  
Not only did George Burnett have to fund the developments of his estate, he also had to live and his lifestyle was quite lavish, to say the least. A regular purchase was a hogshead (around 66 gallons) of red port from Portsoy (£16), mention is made of purchasing a puncheon of rum for around £58. George Burnett regularly purchased lottery tickets (£13 3s 6d) which quite often drew blanks, but it is occasionally recorded that he had a profit. He also had an occasional flutter on the Irish Lottery. 

During the winter months the family stayed in Aberdeen and rental had to be paid for this property along with all staff costs and household bills both in town and at Kemnay.
