A TRADESMAN'S BILL
Recently there appeared in The Burnett archive a letter addressed to "Mr Georg Abel, Farmer Racharral, Parish Kemnay".  It was headed "Craigmile July 28th 1809".

Letters of that time were not as we envisage them nowadays.  Then, envelopes did not exist; they were folded and sealed with wax which made it obvious if the letter had been tampered with.

Inside the above letter was a blue piece of paper headed: "1809 Acount of the expences of the Mason worck of the Hous of Racharral". There is then listed numbers of days worked (amounting to almost 140 days) of Masons and labourers and an item for "sharping picks".  The total sum involved was £22 – 11s – 2d, today's equivalent value would be around £18000. 

The original agreement between Georg Abel and the mason, Francis Durward, was for £16 – 5s – 0d (today's value, around £13000).  The contents of the letter lay out the extras which the mason had apparently agreed with Georg Abel and carried out.  
Some of the terminology in the letter is difficult to follow but amongst the items included was the fact that when the foundations had been laid, Georg decided it was too low in the ground which would lead to damp in the house so the floor level was raised by 18 inches (450 mm) which caused another 20 yards of building (almost 17 square metres).  Apparently the ceiling height was to be 6.5 feet (just under 2 metres) and it was decided to raise this to 7 feet (2.13 metres).  It would also appear that the mason was asked to build the walls 2.5 feet (760mm) above the joists.
The mason pleads with Abel; "all this I give you which I expect you will not mack me the loser as I have given you good worck[.] & in the time you wished it to be don[.] Concider with your self befor I see you[,] as I write nothing but whats Just[;] & as I am but a worck man I cannot los mony or I cannot pay my men[.]  I am yours   Francis Durward.
