GROWTH OF THE VILLAGE, PART 6
The road from the centre of the village to Dalmadilly was laid out virtually parallel to the railway line, leaving an area of land between them which was ripe for development.

At the term of Whitsunday (28th May) in 1866 a piece of land was leased to Francis Skene, a shoemaker in Backward, on a 99 year building lease.  The land is described as follows: All and whole that portion of land between the Alford Valley Railway and the Commutation Road leading from Dalmadilly towards Kemnay Village lying immediately south of the second level crossing on the line north of the station at Kemnay said crossing being 566 yards or thereby north of the entrance to the said station measuring southwards from said crossing and along said road one hundred feet imperial measure or thereby and extending backwards by lines at right angles from that road to the boundary of the said Railway Company's ground and containing an area of sixteen poles imperial measure …
The foregoing throws up several points which we of today would never consider: the railway was considered the be all and end all of development inasmuch as the lease granted to the railway company was for 999 years whereas a building lease was only for 99 years.  As it so happened the railway lasted little more than 99 years.  The importance of the railway is again shown in the fact that all measurements are derived from tangible points associated with the railway (level crossing and station entrance – both of which have long disappeared into oblivion).  In the fullness of time the solum of the railway line was added to the adjoining feus at the time the railway was lifted during the 1960s, as also was the area of the access lane to the level crossing.

In all five plots were leased off in this vicinity each measuring one hundred feet in length.  The plot immediately north of the one mentioned above was leased by John Walker, also a shoemaker from Backward, who, it would appear also leased the plot immediately adjoining (originally termed Sandbank 1 and Sandbank 2)  In November 1868 David Taylor, a mason leased the next plot (Springbank) and the final plot (Valinor) was leased to John Adan, a stone dresser, at November 1870.
It is interesting to note that the houses were all built at the ends of the plots rather than in the middle, which in time benefited further development.
