A BENEFACTOR TO KEMNAY
PART THREE.

As might be imagined, the winding up of John Adam's estate caused somewhat of a furore.  He had nieces in the Glasgow area who came to the funeral and Gordon Leslie escorted them wherever they wished and they thought he was a proper gentleman.  Their tune changed somewhat when they learned of the contents of the will, which they contested, but the doctor at the hospital said that John was of sound mind when he signed the will and their challenge fell flat.
As the property on Kendal Road was let, it could not be used as the conditions in the will stated, and the 'Friendship House' at the Public Hall was fulfilling the need.  In fact it was well patronised for many years.  Bert Sutherland, newsagent in High Street, supplied daily papers for the benefit of those who used the premises, playing cards and darts were also available.  Tea, coffee and biscuits were also on hand.  Attendances tailed off during the 1970s and the facility closed for a time before reopening in 1979, helped greatly by the Traders Association in the village.
All this time, the Chiropody Clinic was running away in the background providing a sterling service for the older and infirm folk of the village.  Funds for this venture, which was inaugurated in 1957, were quite tight for a while, however, Mrs Elsie Henry, who died in 1968 left a bequest of £1000 for the benefit of the Red Cross and Chiropody Clinic locally.  This money was invested by the Headquarters in Aberdeen and the interest was paid to Kemnay as required.  Several smaller bequests over the years helped to provide benefits for the older folk before it was all swallowed up by the local Health Board.

The only income accruing to the John Adam Trust Fund was from the rental of Church Villa and over time this was barely sufficient to cover necessary expenses.  Crisis point was reached in 1979 when it was learned at the AGM that the income received was only sufficient to cover the annual fire insurance and half the rates bill.  There was also the likelihood of a sizeable bill for the repairs to the mutual boundary wall.
By the following year the deficit was almost £50.
