WAR AND THE VILLAGE
At the time of King Edward VII's death in May 1910, the Snowie family were a happy and contented unit.  William Snowie had taken over his father-in-law's bakery business in Leslie Place two years earlier and the family, consisting of his wife Marjory, sons William and John and daughters Marjory and Mary seemed to have everything going for them, but come 4th August 1914 and life changed for the whole world.
John Snowie, born at Alford on 20th May 1897, was mobilised on 4th August 1914 to 1st/7th Battalion Gordon Highlanders.  He was wounded at Beaumount Hamel on 13th November 1916 and repatriated to Aberdeen where he died in Albyn Place Hospital on 25th November and was buried in Kemnay Churchyard.

The following was a press report of the time: A SOLDIER'S FUNERAL. – On Wednesday the remains of Corporal John Snowie were carried to the cemetery by a number of Gordons from Aberdeen.  The funeral cortege was very large, most folks in the district being in attendance.  The company met in the Temperance Hotel, where a service was conducted by Rev. A. Downie, E.C. [Established Church, i.e. Parish Church] Mr Downie also conducted the service at the grave.  In the house a service for the relatives was conducted by Rev. John Stalker, U.F.C., Blairdaff [United Free Church – the building in use today].  Soldiers fired three volleys at the grave.  The mournful ceremony was most impressive.
William Snowie, the eldest of the family was born on 8th March 1891.  William enlisted in the 1st Battalion Gordon Highlanders on 29th August 1914.  He was wounded near Cambrai on 27th October, died on 2nd November 1918 and was buried in St. Sever Cemetery, Extension, Rouen in France.

By the time of William's death, the family had moved to Don Cottage, overlooking the Don, beyond the Burnett Arms Hotel, and as one could well imagine, were left completely devastated by the results of the war.  It is safe to say that Marjory and Mary never really recovered from these dark events.
