WAR AND THE VILLAGE 4

A FAMILY IN MOURNING
The Durno family had farmed at Leschangie since the mid 19th century, but all this changed when Alexander Durno died on 20th October 1913 aged 55 years.  His widow, Barbara gave up the tenancy and moved to Grant Lodge in the neighbouring parish of Monymusk.

James, their elder son (12191) served in the 6th Battalion Gordon Highlanders.  He was killed on 13th November 1916 aged 22 years and was buried at Forceville Communal Cemetery Extension France, Plot 3 Row C Grave 18.

His younger brother, Leslie (S/41717) served in the 4th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, and was killed on 20th July 1918 aged 19 years.  He is commemorated on the Soissons Memorial in France.
Leslie's twin sister, Margaret, served with the Voluntary Aid Detachment and worked as a Laundress at the Brook War Hospital, Shooters Hill Road, London, where she died on 14th September 1918 aged 19 years having succumbed to the epidemic of Influenza which affected the whole country at the end of 1918 and into 1919.  She was buried in a communal grave in Greenwich Cemetery, London. 
Not only are the Durno family commemorated on both the memorials in the village, their names also appear on the memorials at Blairdaff and Monymusk.

The youngest member of the family, Rosalie Jeannie was born on 7th October 1903 and was too young to serve in the war.
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