WILLIAM E. ROSS
I dare say that there are many in the community these days who have never heard of Bill Ross, but over the years, in his own quiet way, he did much to help out the area in which he chose to make his home.

He was born and brought up in Crathie where his father ran a stone mason's business and for a time operated the Inver quarry, just east of Braemar.  On leaving school, Bill served has apprenticeship as a joiner in Ballater and then worked with Donald C. Stewart at Bridge of Don where he found lodgings with a Mrs Maitland, who had a daughter Christian.
On the outbreak of war he joined the Cameron Highlanders and was captured at St. Valery, spending the rest of the hostilities as a prisoner of war in Germany.  On his return after the war, he married Christian and they had a daughter Jean (long-time dance teacher in the village) and eventually settled at Aquithie where Bill ran a mink farm, a venture which lasted into the 1960s.
Bill also worked at his trade both as his own master and also with various businesses in the area.  He ran ballroom dancing classes for many years in the village hall as also at Lyne of Skene and latterly at Alford.  

He was chairman of the Public Hall Management Committee at a time when not only was the committee responsible for the internal upkeep of the building but also the outside maintenance, much of which was done by Bill at no cost to the committee.
His wife Christian sadly died in 1972 and in 1989 he married Margaret with whom he was to spend the last twenty three years of his life.

The great love of his life was the sport of Small Bore Rifle Shooting.  Bill joined the Ballater club in 1936, but this club did not reopen immediately after the war and the members were invited to shoot at the Braemar club for the season.  The Ballater members won all the trophies that season and were never invited back.  

The club at Kemnay was formed in 1949 with Bill as one of the founder members and in 1952 he was appointed Secretary and Treasurer, a post he was to hold for nearly forty years, being presented with a distinguished service award, in 1986, from the National Small Bore Rifle Association for his service to the club as secretary and treasurer for thirty three years.  His coaching skills were widely acknowledged and he was club champion for 29 consecutive years.

Originally the range at Kemnay was 15 yards but this was extended to the more normal distance of 25 yards in 1984.  The Scottish annual outdoor meeting was held in Aberdeen in 1982 and Bill encouraged, nay, he demanded that club members supported the event, travelling weekly to Aberdeen to practice at the outdoor range there. Eventually the club constructed their own outside range at Sunnyside in 1986 and this is well used throughout the summer by the local club and visiting clubs.
In 1998 Bill was presented with a bronze medal by the NSRA in recognition of his service to the sport of small bore rifle shooting over a period of no less than sixty two years.

Bill died peacefully at Inverurie Hospital on 19th April and his funeral service at Aberdeen Crematorium was attended by family and friends from the village and shooting friends from throughout the county.  His ashes will eventually be laid to rest in the family plot at Braemar.
