A GRAVE STORY
A stone, quite near the churchyard gate at Kemnay, reads "To the memory of CHRISTIAN STIRLING spouse to ALEXR HARVY in Monymusk who died 11th Novr 1799 aged 58 also JEAN their daughter who died in August 1785 aged 12 year also the said ALEXANDER HARVY who died 6th Feby 1835 aged 90 years.

What kind of life did these far off folks live and how humble was their existence?  The fact that there is a memorial to them suggests that they must have had some money laid by during their lifetime.  Their lifestyle could be forever hidden from us as also the trials and tribulations of their times were it not for a report contained in "The Black Kalendar of Aberdeen" a new edition published in 1854 containing 'an account of the more important criminal trials during the last century'.

On the 15th July 1824 Alexander Martin was tried before the High Court of Justiciary for theft and stouthrief (theft with violence) committed in the April of the year. It was alleged that on 15th April 1824 he had entered a house in the parish of Kemnay and stolen a silk napkin and some silver.  Later that day or early next morning, Martin returned to the house as the occupants, Alexander Hervie and his daughter Christian were preparing to retire and was seen peeping into the window by Christian who immediately dampened down the fire to prevent them from being seen.  Alexander Hervie, a man of eighty, went to the door but saw no one.  Christian, however, heard a noise on the roof of the house and went out and saw a man on the roof, near the chimney.  Christian called on the man who came down and seized her by the throat.  The old man, hearing his daughter scream, went out and found Martin with his hands round the woman's throat as if he would strangle her and grabbed the man by the shoulder but the pair were overpowered by Martin and dragged into the house who then locked the house door.  

Martin obtained a light from the old man and searched the house.  On finding a knife in a drawer he held it up to the pair saying "if you make the least resistance, this is for you".  Christian then handed over two silk handkerchiefs, one of them black, and fifty shillings in silver. After having been in the house about an hour and three quarters, Martin left, locking the two Hervies in the house.  About six the next morning, Christian attracted the attention of a man working in a nearby field and asked to be let out of the house as they had been locked in.  The man found the door key nearby and released the pair. Christian's cap was covered in blood.  

Two days after this episode, Martin broke into the schoolmaster's house at Durris, during the kirk service and stole a quantity of silver coins.
The Jury found Martin guilty and he was sentenced to be executed at Aberdeen on 27th August 1824.  He was hanged on the afternoon of that day and his body was given afterwards to his friends who took it away for burial.

