THEY GROW NOT OLD
At this time of year when our thoughts turn to remembrance, I thought it would not be remiss to turn our thoughts back to 1946, after the Second World War.  In January of that year Mr James Allan - Secretary of Kemnay and District Welcome home Fund - in a letter to Kemnay Kirk Session, asked if they would accept a plaque with the names of ten men who had given their lives during the conflict and if they would have it erected within the church.  The Kirk Session agreed to these requests and on 30th June 1946 in a crowded church and with representatives of the War Charities Committee, A.C.F. and G.T.C. the plaque was dedicated.  Praise was led by members of the band of the Gordon Highlanders under Bandmaster Williams, Major G. W. Bruce, 5th Gordons, unveiled the plaque.
The following poem entitled 'Heroes of Kemnay' and signed simply 'H.S.R.' was written for the occasion:

On the Golden Scroll of Honour,

Record of proud Britain's fame,

Written in undying glory

There is many a Kemnay name.

They came from croft and country house,

From valley and from hill,

They heard their King and country call

And answered with a will.

Some joined the Gallant Gordons,

Some manned the heavy guns,

Some joined the Royal Air Force

And routed out the Huns.

From Alamein to Anzio,
From Dunkirk to Berlin,

They harried the oppressor,

And God granted they should win.
Some were not meant for soldiers,

They were sons of the mighty sea,

They joined the British Navy

And kept our trade routes free.

So we dedicate this Tablet

Upon this old Church wall

To commemorate our heroes

Who gave their very all.

They need no War Memorial,

Their names will live for aye,

They are written on each Kemnay heart,

Forever and a day. 
