Time Pieces in Perspective – People who make the Village Go
Anyone entering the village of Kemnay from the east cannot fail to notice the impressive building housing Kirkstyle Garage and announcing itself as 'Independent Land Rover Specialists', but many pass the building on the opposite side of the road with the sign 'James Downie & Son Funeral Undertakers' and scarcely give it a second glance.  A smaller sign reads 'Time Pieces – Joiners and makers of fine furniture'. 

Recently I called to meet the occupant of this building – Duncan Downie – to learn a little more about what happened there.  Making my way into the workshop I found him busily beavering away making wooden panels which he informed me were wardrobe fronts for a large house outside the village.  Duncan works away in the workshop on his own carrying on in the traditions started by his grandfather who came to the village in 1898 and who in turn was followed by Duncan's father, Grant.  The family have been serving the needs of the community all these years and adapting to their changing needs.  Initially most of the work was farming related but with the disappearance of the horse the needs of the farmer changed and steel replaced wood.  
I learned that when Duncan left school in the late 1950s much of the work was maintaining the woodwork of houses in the village and as government grants were made available in the 1960s and 70s the provision of kitchens and bathrooms became an important part of the workload.  The 1970s saw the number of local authority housing stock increase dramatically and the maintenance of these properties eventually accounted for the greater part of the workload.  At the end of the 1980s the Council put all maintenance work out to tender on an all trades basis resulting in the loss of much of the steady work.  
Around this time, James Downie & Son, the name under which the firm had traded for many years, James being Duncan's grandfather, was set up as the funeral side of the business in which Duncan is ably assisted by his wife Alice, whom I had come across in the village in some of her other guises – she helps at the Day Centre in the village hall and is secretary of the Day Centre Friends Group as well as the local branch of the WRI. She also acts as flower convener at the church.  The woodwork side of the business trades under the name of Time Pieces and concentrates on furniture making and other finer joiner work.  

More recently Duncan purchased a large digital printer which is used, among other things, to print the Kemnay Newsletter, to which he regularly contributes articles with a general leaning towards the history of the local area, a subject in which he is particularly interested and spends considerable time searching out details and following up interesting snippets. 

I left the workshop some considerable time later having gleaned quite a bit about the complex character who works there and who takes such a deep interest in the community and its inhabitants.
