 MORE SEEDS TO SOW

By 1772 George Burnett of Kemnay was buying seeds from Gordon and Dermer, Seedsmen, 25 Fenchurch Street, London. His seed order in February of that year consisted of:

12 oz. Strasburgh Onion, 2 oz. Leeks, 9 oz. Orange Carrott, 1 oz. Early Horn Carrotts, 1 oz. Dutch Turnips, 2 oz. Solomon Radish, 1 oz. London short topt Radish, 2 oz. White Spanish Radish, ½ oz. Cabbage, ½ oz. Selisia Lettuce, ¼ oz. White Coss Lettuce, ¼ oz. Ice Lettuce, ¼ oz. Egyptian Green Coss Lettuce, 4 oz. Narrow leaved Cress, ½ oz. Upright Cellori, 2 oz. Curld Colwort, Musk Mellon, Cantelope Mellon, ¼ oz. Early prickley Cucumber, ¼ oz. Common Cucumber, White Turkey Cucumber, 2 oz. White Beet, ½ oz. Colliflower, 1 oz. May Cabbage, 1 oz. Sugar loafe Cabbage, 1 oz. Yellow Savoy, 4 lb. Golden Pease, 6 lb. Large Marrowfat Pease, 4 lb. Green Rounewil Pease, 4 lb. Ludmans Dwarfe Pease, 4 lb. Windsor Beans, 2 lb. Taker Beans, 1 lb. Barbary Kidney Beans, Summer & winter Savoy, Sweet & pott Marjoram, 7 Sorts Flower Seeds, Box. [to hold the order]
The total cost of the order was £1. 15s. 7½d, the equivalent of £249. 20 in today's terms.  This may seem a lot of money to us but we must remember that George Burnett's kitchen garden extended to over an acre and a half, he had another garden of fully half an acre and an orchard so that a considerable amount of seed was required.  What is surprising is the number of varieties still available today. Most serious minded gardeners, I am sure, could negotiate their way through the order without too much difficulty, and would be quite familiar with many of the varieties.  
A fair expanse of glasshouses was necessary to grow a number of these varieties and receipts appear for supply of glass and putty in the spring time – repairs following the ravages of winter? – as well as at other times during the year and at one point a 'mellon frame' was purchased.  

