A PASSIONATE AFFAIR
This month I thought we might take a little diversion from studying the old properties on the Terrace and take a little peek into the Kirk Session records of the past. In the late 18th century the Session acted as judge and jury over the parishioners and kirk members were taken to task for any deviation from the straight and narrow and much time was taken up on cases of fornication.

In the minute of November 25 1792 we read; 'compeared before the Session Isobel Reid an unmarried woman in this parish, and confessed that she is with child. Being seriously exhorted to tell the truth and interrogated as to the father of her child she answered he is a person she does not know having never seen him before nor since she was got in child by him.  Being interrogated where and when she had met with him, whether he had used any violence in bringing her to submit to him whether he had told her his name and place of residence or promised to appear and confess himself the father of her child if she should be with one she answered that some weeks after Whitsunday last she met with this man on a Saturday forenoon between 10 and 11 o'clock on her way from Aberdeen, that they walked together for about a mile and that after he seduced her on the public highway he parted from her and walked towards Auchmull or Craibstone, she does not know which, after refusing to tell her his name, and having given different accounts of his place of residence.  She further declared that he promised to appear in time to make satisfaction for what he had done: but that she had never seen or heard of him since.
The Session unanimously agreed to refer this case to the Revd. The Presb[yter]y of Garioch at their next meeting and Isobel Reid was cited apud acta to attend said meeting.'

The Presbytery instructed that she should not be dismissed until after a public appearance.  The Session, who appeared completely baffled by the case decided not to take any action until after further information might come to hand.

On June 2 of the following year the Session met and the minister reported that some time previously Robert Blackhall, a married man in Picktillum had confessed to him that he was the father of Isobel Reid's child, which had been given up for adoption. Both Blackhall and Reid had been asked to appear in front of the Session and on Reid being asked if she still adhered to her previous confession she answered no and named Robert Blackhall as the father.  Blackhall agreed that he was indeed the father of the child and declared his willingness to submit to the discipline of the church.

Both Blackhall and Reid were summoned to attend the next meeting of the Presbytery to be held at Craigsley on the 5th of the month. 

